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SC
am

ilo O
ntiveros 

Tem
porary Storage:  

The Belongings of  
Juan M

anuel M
ontes  

2017
Personal belongings  
of Juan M

anuel  
M

ontes, rope, m
etal  

saw
horse, alum

inum
 base, 

and w
ood

“W
hat brought m

e to Juan M
anuel is I 

see a re!ection of m
e. I w

as here illegally. 
I w

ent through the sam
e kinds of fears 

grow
ing up.”  

—
C

am
ilo O

ntiveros, Artist 

2 / H
um

an C
onnections

A"er discussing m
igration on a global 

scale, W
allTalk students cam

e face-to-face 
w

ith C
am

illo O
ntiveros’s piece Tem

porary 
Storage: The Belongings of Juan M

anuel 
M

ontes (2017), literally. Students w
ere 

asked to look closely and to begin to nam
e 

the objects they recognized: a bed, a chair, 
boxing gloves, a karate uniform

, textbooks, 
a m

irror... For som
e w

ho saw
 the m

irror, they 
also saw

 a face: O
ntiveros strategically placed 

a photograph of Juan M
anuel M

ontes, the 
#rst know

n DAC
A recipient to be deported 

from
 the U

nited States during the Trum
p 

Adm
inistration, so that the view

er w
ould see 

his face w
ithin the m

irror w
hen view

ed at a 
speci#c angle. Teaching artists w

ould then 
ask the students, w

ho else do you see w
ithin 

the m
irror? O

ntiveros w
anted the view

er to 
see them

selves alongside Juan’s portrait, just 
as he saw

 him
self in Juan’s story. M

igration is 
very m

uch a global issue; O
ntiveros rem

inds 
us that it is also deeply personal and rooted in 
hum

an experiences.
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H
ere w

e see objects that Juan le" behind. W
hat do you 

im
agine he brought w

ith him
?  

If you had to m
ove w

ith little notice, w
hat w

ould you 
bring w

ith you? W
hat w

ould you leave behind?  

H
ow

 do you w
ant to be rem

em
bered? W

hat w
ould you 

w
ant to say to people in pow

er today about the legacy 
they are leaving? W

hat advice w
ould you give to  

som
eone younger than you about leaving a legacy? 
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G
ALLERY AC

TIVITY 
The teaching artists passed out blank cards and pencils 
and invited students to create a “sym

bolic self-portrait.” 
If you w

ere to assem
ble a series of objects to represent  

w
ho you are right now, w

hat w
ould you include? 

Students w
ere #rst encouraged to share their draw

ings 
in pairs and eventually shared out w

ithin the larger group.  

Q
U

ESTIO
N

S AN
D

   
REFLEC

TIO
N

S  
FRO

M
 STU

D
EN

TS AT 
EAST BO

STO
N

 H
IG

H
 

SC
H

O
O

L:  
W

hat’s in there? 

M
asterpiece 

A m
attress 

Trash art 

Junk 

C
olor 

Large 

M
any m

aterials 

Traveling 

H
om

eless 

C
onfusing 

Tangled 

H
is life’s m

essy 

C
ool 

“W
hat the…

” 

O
dd 

M
ulti-detailed 

C
reativity 

C
om

pact 

W
ow

 

Treasure 
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